22nd Sunday after
Pentecost
October 24, 2021

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation

&
The Rev. Kim Rossi, Pastor
(585-993-0322 – Pastor’s cell)
6 Leo Moss Drive, Olean, NY 14760
716-372-1914
e-mail address: bethany1706@gmail.com
Parking Lot Radio @ 91.9 FM”

Praise!

Share!

Serve!

Welcome to Bethany!

Bethany recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God.
We celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on
us. We proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s
people; welcoming into our midst persons of every race, culture, age, gender identity,
sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We believe that our openness will
allow us to grow in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God
loves us.
You may place your gifts and offerings in the offering plate as you enter the
sanctuary. We will not be passing the plate. Thank you and God Bless

Announcements:
Prelude: Panis Angelicus
Muriel Frable – piano

Cesar Franck
Ray Sprout – Ray Sprout

We Gather as God’s People

(Please stand as you are able)

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and
whose love is endless.
Amen.
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
(silence for reflection)
God our comforter:
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our
apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to
you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus,
God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.
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Gathering Hymn: “God, Whose Almighty Word”
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Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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Hymn of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray

Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of our
ignorance. Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek your face, and
enable us to reflect your goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

(Please be seated)

We Hear God’s Word for Us
First Lesson: Jeremiah 31:7-9
This passage speaks not only of the southern kingdom, Judah, and its homecoming from
exile in Babylon, but also of the northern kingdom (“Israel” or “Ephraim”) and its restoration.
The northern tribes of Israel had been lost in exile to Assyria more than a century before
Jeremiah prophesied.
7Thus

says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief
of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of
Israel.” 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from
the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and
those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. 9With weeping they
shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of
water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to
Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 126 (SPOKEN in unison)
1When

the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”
3The LORD has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
4Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses of the Negeb.
5Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

Second Lesson: Hebrews 7:23-28
Human priests of old offered sacrifice for their own sins and served only until their death. In
contrast, Jesus is God’s Son, the holy, sinless, resurrected high priest. Death did not
terminate his priestly service, but through his death he has interceded for our sins.
23The

former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from
continuing in office; 24but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues
forever. 25Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God through
him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 26For it was fitting that we
should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and
exalted above the heavens. 27Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer
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sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this he did
once for all when he offered himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests those who are
subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a
Son who has been made perfect forever.
The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
(Please stand as you are able)

Gospel Acclamation:
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The Gospel according to Mark 10:46-52
C: Glory to you O Lord
Bartimaeus comes to Jesus with faith, asking that he might see again. Recognizing Jesus’
identity, Bartimaeus is the first person to call him “Son of David” in the Gospel of Mark.
46As

[Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of
Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47When he heard that it was Jesus of
Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David,
have mercy on me!” 49Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the blind
man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 50So throwing off his cloak, he
sprang up and came to Jesus. 51Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for
you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” 52Jesus said to him, “Go;
your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the
way.

The Gospel of Our Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ

(Please be seated)

Agnus Day (Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org)
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Reflection:
(Please stand as you are able)

Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father
almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
“Just a Closer Walk with Thee”
(Refrain only)
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(Please be seated)

Prayer Response: Hear us, O God., C: Your mercy is great.
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(Please stand as you are able)

The Sharing Of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.
We Share the Holy Meal at God’s Table
Presentation of Gifts and Preparation at God’s Table
Offering Hymn: “For the Fruit of All Creation”
(Verse 1 only)
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Great Thanksgiving
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, Holy, Holy
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Table Prayer
P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your
reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your
glory. We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise
to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the
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prophets; and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the
good news in word and deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered
for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints
in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and
unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as
victorious Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom as we pray . . .
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.

(Please be seated)
(Christ is our host and Our Communion Table is open to anyone who wishes to
partake of the Lord’s Supper. As Lutheran Christians we believe Christ to be really
present in the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins.)
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Communion:

“Lamb of God”

Simple Gifts
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arr. James Southbridge

(Please stand as you are able)

Post Communion Prayer
P: Lord of life,
in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a
feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing
witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Blessing:

We Are Sent to Share the Good News

People of God,
you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn: “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”

Dismissal:

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude:

Trumpet Voluntary

Jeremiah Clarke
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Today’s Worship Servants
Presiding Minister: Pastor Kim Rossi
Ministers: People of Bethany
Lay Lector: Janet Drake

Organist: Ray Sprout
Counter: Ray Sprout

(Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS016205.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.)

Today 10/24
Tue 10/26
Wed 10/27
Thu 10/28
Fri 10/29
Sun 10/31

This week in our parish

8:00
5:30
12:00
5:30
12:00
11:00

- AA meeting
- 9:00 Foster Parent class
– 2:00 Book Study
– TOPS
– 4:00 Covid Clinic
– Worship Service

Sunday October 31 – Reformation Sunday. Please come a few minutes
early for extended pre-service music beginning at 10:40 and remember to
wear RED.
Sunday November 7 is All Saints Sunday. Please submit all names of
those you wish to memorialize to the office no later than Monday Nov. 1
We continue to create some SMILES for the Bath VA Veterans:
Can you help? (Candy Clemens is on the Volunteer Executive Committee for
the VA representing the AMVETS LADIES Auxiliary. All items collected will be
delivered to the VA.) There is a list of items on the table by the Flag Box.
MASKS are again being required inside due to the rise in the Delta variant of
COVID…..
The following financial information is provided to keep you informed…..
The 2021 budgeted offering (yearly) amount is $62,400.
Last Sunday’s offering $ 1,001.18
Budgeted weekly
$ 1,200.00
YTD Actual offerings
$ 45,664.35
YTD Budgeted offering $ 50,400.00
Bethany is now set up for on-line giving to our General Fund. Go to www.tithe.ly to set up
your info and search for "Bethany Lutheran Olean" in your churches. The church is
charged a small fee, but you are given the option to cover it as part of your
contribution. Thank you!
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SMILES: God bless those with a sense of humor!
*********************************
“This is my wish for you:
Comfort on difficult days, smiles when sadness intrudes, rainbows to follow
the clouds, laughter to kiss your lips, sunsets to warm your heart, hugs
when spirits sag, beauty for your eyes to see, friendships to brighten your
being, faith so that you can believe, confidence for when you doubt, courage
to know yourself, patience to accept truth, love to complete your life.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson
*********************************
I burned 2000 calories today. That’s the last time I leave brownies in the
oven while I take a nap.
*********************************
Laugh when you can, apologize when you should and let go of what you can’t
change. Kiss slowly, play hard, forgive quickly, take chances, give everything
and have no regrets. Life’s too short to be anything but happy!
*********************************
Don’t you hate it when you put something in a safe place so you don’t lose it..
Then you forget where that place is!
*********************************
Never let the sadness of your past and the fear of your future ruin the
happiness of your present.
*********************************
If you asked me what the hardest part of battling a global pandemic would
be, I would never have guessed “teaching elementary school math.”
*********************************
I’m not working out with a mask on is my new favorite excuse for not working
out!
*********************************
So far, 2021 is like looking both ways before crossing the street and then
getting hit by an airplane.
*********************************
All of the kids who were taught common core math are about to learn “carry
the one” from their new homeschool teacher.
*********************************
I’m not saying I’m going to suck at homeschooling my kids but my daughter
just asked “Dad, what’s a synonym?” And I replied, “It’s a spice.”
*********************************
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