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Praise!

Share!

Serve!

Welcome to Bethany!

Bethany recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God.
We celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on
us. We proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s
people; welcoming into our midst persons of every race, culture, age, gender identity,
sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We believe that our openness will
allow us to grow in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God
loves us.
You may place your gifts and offerings in the offering plate as you enter the
sanctuary. We will not be passing the plate. Thank you and God Bless

Welcome and Announcements:
Prelude: Aria in F

G.F. Handel

We Gather as God’s People
(Please stand as you are able)
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(Silence is kept for reflection)
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the
table.
When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in granting pardon and
mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.
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Gathering Hymn: “When Morning Gilds the Skies”

ELW 853

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray

Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our
guest. Amid the cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence,
that we may treasure your word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen
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(Please be seated)

We Hear God’s Word for Us

First Lesson: Genesis 18:1-10a

The LORD visits Abraham and Sarah to tell them that the long-awaited promise of the birth of
a child will be fulfilled for them in their old age.
1The

LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his
tent in the heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he
saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground.
3He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water
be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5Let me bring a little
bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have
come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham hastened into
the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it,
and make cakes.” 7Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it
to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that
he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they
ate.
9They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10aThen
one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.”

The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 15 (SPOKEN in unison)
1LORD,

who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?
2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit up on a neighbor.
4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the
innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

Second Lesson: Colossians1:15-28
This letter offers a mystical teaching, that the great mystery of God is “Christ in you.”
Because Christ is present in the church, Christians share in his life, suffering, and glory.
15[Christ

Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him
all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and
for him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he
might come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was
pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.
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21And

you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now
reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and
irreproachable before him—23provided that you continue securely established and
steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you
heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a
servant of this gospel.
24I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing
what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 25I
became its servant according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make
the word of God fully known, 26the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and
generations but has now been revealed to his saints. 27To them God chose to make known
how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in
you, the hope of glory. 28It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching
everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ.
The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
(Please stand as you are able)

Gospel Acclamation:

S205a

The Gospel according to Luke 10:38-42
C: Glory to you O Lord
During his visit to the home of Mary and Martha, Jesus reminds Martha that her concern for
her many tasks distracts from the one thing that precedes all else: abiding in the presence of
God.
38Now

as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39She had a sister named Mary, who
sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 40But Martha was distracted by
her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has
left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” 41But the Lord answered
her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; 42there is need of
only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.”

The Gospel of Our Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ

(Please be seated)
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Agnus Day (Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org)

Reflection
Candidate for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font. The
assembly is seated.
In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen
humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members
of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we
grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.
Sponsors for the candidate, together, present the candidate
We present Elijah Ethan Ralston for baptism.
The presiding minister addresses parents who bring the child for baptism:
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have
Elijah baptized into Christ?
Response: We do.
As you bring Elijah to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with him among God's faithful people,
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in his hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture him in faith and prayer,
so that he may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help Elijah grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: We do.
The presiding minister addresses sponsors:
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Elijah in the Christian faith as you are empowered
by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with
the church?
Response:We do.
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The presiding minister addresses the assembly:
People of God, do you promise to support Elijah and pray for him in his new life in Christ?
We do.
(Congregation please stand as you are able)
PROFESSION OF FAITH:
The presiding minister addresses the candidate for baptism as well as the parents and
sponsors of Elijah.
The assembly may join in the responses.
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that
rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response: I renounce them.
The presiding minister addresses the parents, sponsors and the assembly.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
Water is poured into the font before or during the thanksgiving. At the font, the presiding
minister begins the thanksgiving:
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by
your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us
free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the
waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus
Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

(Congregation please be seated)
BAPTISM
The presiding minister baptizes the candidate. Water is poured on the candidate's head,
as the presiding minister says:
Elijah Ethan Ralston, I baptize you in the name of the Father,*
Water is poured on the candidate's head a second time:
and of the Son,
water is poured on the candidate's head a third time:
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The congregation responds:
You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.
The presiding minister continues:
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your son new
birth, cleanse him from sin, and raise him to eternal life.
Laying both hands on Elijah’s head, the minister prays for him:
Sustain Elijah with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit
of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.
The minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of Elijah. Oil prepared for this
purpose may be used. As the sign of the cross is made, the minister says:
Elijah, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of
Christ forever.
WELCOME
A lighted candle is given to a sponsor of the newly baptized as a representative of the
congregation says:
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven.
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The minister and the baptismal group face the assembly. A representative of the
congregation leads the assembly in the welcome.
Let us welcome the newly baptized Elijah.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming
word to all the world.
Those who have gathered at the font may return to their places.
(Please stand as you are able)

“Borning Cry”

ELW 732

Prayers of Intercession
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“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”

ELW 752

(Please be seated)
Prayer Response: God of grace,. C: hear our prayer..
(Please stand as you are able)

The Sharing Of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.
Come to the Table”

ELW 481
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We Share the Holy Meal at God’s Table
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit,
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Table Prayer
P: We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you
sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.
He is your Word, inseparable from you. Through him you created all things, and in
him you take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. He
there took on our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the
Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your
will and won for you a holy people; he stretched out his hands in suffering in order
to free from suffering those who trust you. It is he who, handed over to a death he
freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, to
crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to establish his covenant, and to
show forth the resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:
Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This is my blood poured out for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we lift this bread and cup before
you, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before you and to
serve you as your priestly people. And we ask you: Send your Spirit upon these
gifts of your Church; gather into one all who share this bread and wine; fill us with
your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may praise and glorify you
through your Son Jesus Christ. Through him all glory and honor are yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church both now and forever.
Amen
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom as we pray . . .
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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(Please be seated)
Invitation to Communion

P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.
(Christ is our host and Our Communion Table is open to anyone who wishes to
partake of the Lord’s Supper. As Lutheran Christians we believe Christ to be really
present in the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins.)

Communion:

“Lamb of God”

Communion Music: Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us

S208

David Paxton

(Please stand as you are able)

Post Communion Prayer
P: Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to
know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Post Communion Canticle: “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”

ELW 207

Blessing:

We Are Sent to Share the Good News

The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you and show you
the path of life this day and always.
Amen.

Sending Hymn: “Jesus the Very Thought of You”

ELW 754

Dismissal:
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Prelude in G

J.S. Bach

Today’s Worship Servants
Presiding Minister: Pastor Kim Rossi

Ministers: the people of Bethany
Lay Lector: Kari Sprout

Organist: Ray Sprout
Counter: Chris Brainard

(Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS016205.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.)

Today 7/17
Thu 7/21
Sun 7/24

This week in our parish

11:00 Worship Service
12:00 –Council Mtg – following today’s service
AA Meeting
5:30 – TOPS
10:30 Joint Worship Service - St. Stephens
14

MASKS are optional at your discretion.…..
The following financial information is provided to keep you informed…..
The 2022 budgeted offering (yearly) amount is $62,400.
Last Sunday’s offering $
428.21
Budgeted weekly
$ 1,200.00
YTD Actual offerings
$ 27,401.78
YTD Budgeted offering $ 33,600.00
Bethany is now set up for on-line giving to our General Fund. Go to www.tithe.ly to set up
your info and search for "Bethany Lutheran Olean" in your churches. The church is
charged a small fee, but you are given the option to cover it as part of your
contribution. Thank you!
Bethany welcomes children of all ages in worship, they are part of our family! But if
you need a place for them to play or to feed or change them, we have an unstaffed
nursery/playroom down the hall on the right. Please stay with your child and there is a
speaker there so that you may hear the service. Thanks for bringing them and God bless!
Our “Bucket Drive” continues to benefit the OGH Chaplaincy Program. Please bring in
your spare change!

Sign up sheets are in the narthex for the Summer Concert series
concession. Sign up to enjoy the music & help out both churches….
Today through baptism, we welcome “Elijah Ethan Ralston”.
Elijah is the son of Joel & Katherine Ralston
His sponsors are Katie Ralston, Katie Ralston & Jessica Zelnik
His grandparents are Scott & Debbie Ralston
His great grandparents are Merlin & Loraine Mosher
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SMILES: God bless those with a sense of humor…
*********************************
A Wise Man Once Told His Son:
My boy, when you accumulate the understanding to know why a pizza is
made round, to be put in a square box and is eaten in triangles, then and
only then will you be able to understand women.
*********************************
Being a mother is the most important job in the world. Being a grandmother
is the most fun.
*********************************
The hardest thing in life is to know which bridge to cross and which to burn.
*********************************
Never ignore a person who cares for you, because someday you’ll realize
you’ve lost a diamond, while you were busy collecting stones.
*********************************
Telling a woman to “calm down” works about as well as baptizing a cat.
*********************************
I don’t have time to worry about who doesn’t like me. I’m too busy loving the
people who love me.
*********************************
What’s wrong with being 72 or 82 or even 92? If God is good enough to give
you those years, flaunt them!
*********************************
Today’s 3 year olds can switch on laptops and open their favorite apps. Me?
When I was 3, I ate mud!
*********************************
Anxiety happens when you think you have to figure out everything all at
once. Breathe! You’re strong! You get this. Take it day by day….
*********************************
Pray until your situation changes. Miracles happen every day, so never stop
believing. God can change things very quickly in your life.
*********************************
The greatest thing you ever learn is just to love and be loved in return.
*********************************
If speaking kindly to plants help them grow, imagine what speaking kindly to
humans can do.
*********************************
Some of the best friendships are built on a solid foundation of silliness,
shenanigans, and general misbehavior.
*********************************
Not all girls are made of sugar & spice & everything nice. Some girls are
made of adventure, dark chocolate, intelligence, cuss words & courage.
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