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Praise! Share! Serve!

Welcome to Bethany!
Bethany recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God.
We celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on
us. We proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s
people; welcoming into our midst persons of every race, culture, age, gender identity,
sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We believe that our openness will
allow us to grow in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God
loves us.

You may place your gifts and offerings in the offering plate as you enter the
sanctuary. We will not be passing the plate. Thank you and God Bless

Ringing of the Bells
Announcements:
Prelude
We Gather as God’s People

(Please stand as you are able)

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters. We
thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank
you for the waters that nourish us.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give
you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy
and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that
divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever
Amen.



Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!
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Give God  the glo - ry! Al-le - lu - ia!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926

Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1969 Corntemnporary Worship 1. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.



Hymn of Praise: “Now the Feast and Celebration”
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Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray

all

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those
who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of
Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

(Please be seated)



We Hear God’s Word for Us
First Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 22-32
After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the
gathered crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to
God’s plan, was raised from the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting
Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, the risen Jesus is now
enthroned.

142 Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 22 “Fellow
Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God
with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you
yourselves know 22 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the

law. 24 But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, because it
was impossible for him to be held in its power. 2> For David says concerning him,

T saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in
hope. ?7For you will not abandon my soul to Hades or let your Holy One experience
corruption. 2¢You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of
gladness with your presence.” 2°“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our
ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this
day. 20 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he
would put one of his descendants on his throne. °! Foreseeing this, David spoke of the
resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh
experience corruption.’ 32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”
The Word of the Lord C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 16:(SPOKEN responsively. Organ side starts, piano side is in bold)
! Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;
I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
3 But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.
+I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon my lips.
50 LORD, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who up- hold my lot.
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, I have a rich inheritance.
71 will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
¢I have set the LORD always before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
0For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
1You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for-
evermore.



Second Lesson: 1 Peter 1:3-9

This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering
because of their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we have
through Christ’s resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given
us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the

dead “and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, °who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time. ©In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you
have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being more
precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in
praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. © Although you have not seen
him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and
rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, ? for you are receiving the outcome of your
faith, the salvation of your souls.

The Word of the Lord C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand as you are able)

Gospel Acclamation: ELW 174
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The Gospel according to John 20:19-31

C: Glory to you O Lord

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the
gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another
visit from the Lord.

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” 22When he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them,
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the
nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and
my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”



30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written
in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of Our Lord C: Praise to you O Christ

(Please be seated)

Reflection

(Please stand as you are able)
Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, accordance with the scriptures; he
the Father, the Almighty, ascended into heaven and is seated
maker of heaven and earth, at the right hand of the Father. He
of all that is, seen and unseen. will come again in glory to judge the

We believe in one Lord, Jesus living and the dead, and his
Christ, the only Son of God, kingdom will have no end.
eternally begotten of the Father, We believe in the Holy Spirit,
God from God, Light from Light, the Lord, the giver of life, who
true God from true God, begotten, proceeds from the Father and the
not made, of one Being with the Son,* who with the Father and the
Father; through him all things were Son is worshiped and glorified, who
made. has spoken through the prophets.

For us and for our salvation he We believe in one holy catholic
came down from heaven, was and apostolic church.
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the We acknowledge one baptism for
virgin Mary and became truly the forgiveness of sins.
human. For our sake he was We look for the resurrection of
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he the dead, and the life of the world
suffered death and was buried. On to come. Amen.

the third day he rose again in

Prayers of Intercession

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” ELW 742

(Verse 1 - sung before the prayers only)
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(Please be seated)

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us
pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not exist.
Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the wonders
of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic particles. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness to
reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace in their
nations. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any way
especially St. Stephens: Audrey Childs Nancy Consedine, Amanda Piccirllo, Betty
Linderman, Linda Giardini, Gail Olson, Gloria Preston, Dick Mulaski, Ethan Johnson,
Steven, Colt Matz, Dave and Donna Briggs, Rev. Max Meyers, Millie Piccirillo, Martha
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Edwards. Kathy and Jim, Priscilla and Nelson Griffith, Carolyn Wolfe, Denise, Kim Miller,
Helen Stritoff, Kienen Duggan, David Styles, Carol Snyder, Adam Wolfe and those

from Bethany Adam, Joanne Hitchcock, Kay Backhus, Kristen Clemens Keenan, Nancy
Rebeyro, Ron Aaron, Steve, Louise Koenig, Barb Franklin, Marcia Wray, Andy Carlson,
Merrill and Muriel Frable, Robert Keenan, Dorothy Porter, Sylvia Subject, Gail

Cross, Heather Miller, Tim Johnson, Jamie Molyneaux, Karl Zimmerman, Fran Wilson,
Kevin McClelland, Sharon Barr (Anne Carlson’s Mom) and those we name either silently or
aloud. Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have
prepared for them. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. Deepen our
care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and sacrificial love. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have joined the
church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them into your glorious
presence. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.
(Please stand as you are able)

The Sharing Of the Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

Offering Hymn: “We Walk by Faith” ELW 635
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We Share the Holy Meal at God’s Table
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending
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Table Prayer

P: We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you
sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.
He is your Word, inseparable from you. Through him you created all things, and in
him you take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. He
there took on our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the
Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your
will and won for you a holy people; he stretched out his hands in suffering in order
to free from suffering those who trust you. It is he who, handed over to a death he
freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, to
crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to establish his covenant, and to
show forth the resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:

Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This is my blood poured out for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we lift this bread and cup before
you, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before you and to
serve you as your priestly people. And we ask you: Send your Spirit upon these
gifts of your Church; gather into one all who share this bread and wine; fill us with
your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may praise and glorify you
through your Son Jesus Christ. Through him all glory and honor are yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church both now and forever.
Amen

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom as we pray . . .

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,

Give us this day our daily bread; and the power, and the glory,
and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen

P: Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.
(Please be seated)

Invitation to Communion

(Christ is our host and Our Communion Table is open to anyone who wishes to
partake of the Lord’s Supper. As Lutheran Christians we believe Christ to be really
present in the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins.)
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Communion: “Lamb of God”
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Communion Music:

(Please stand as you are able)

Post Communion Prayer

P: Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your

wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary
world. Amen.

Post Communion Canticle: This Joyful Eastertide” ELW 391
(Verse 1 & Refrain Only)
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We Are Sent to Share the Good News

Blessing:

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come,

Sovereign, * Savior, and Spirit,

light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always.

Amen.




Thine Is the Glory

Text: Edmond Budry, 1854—1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939
Music: JUDAS MACCABAEUS, George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759
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vic - try thou o’er death hast won! An - gels in bright rai - ment
greets thee, scat-ters fear and gloom; let  his church with glad - ness
out thee; aid wus in our strife; make us more than con-qu’rors,
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rolled the stone a - way, kept the fold - ed  grave-clothes
hymns of tri - umph sing, for  the Lord now liv - eth;
through thy  death -less love; bring us safe through Jor - dan
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where thy bod - y lay.
death hath lost its sting! Thine is the glo - ry, ris - en, con-qu'ring
to thy home a- bove.
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Son; end - less is the vic - try thou o’er death hast won!
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Dismissal:

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluial
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude:

Today’s Worship Servants

Presiding Minister: Pastor Laura Csellak
Ministers: the people of Bethany Organist: Ray Sprout\Jack Bollman

Lay Lector: Andrew Stephan Counter: Ray Sprout

(Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS016205.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.)

This week in our parish

Today 4/12 10:30 Worship Service
5:30 AA Meeting
Tue 4/14 5:30 AA Meeting
Wed 4/15 12:00 Book Study
5:30 AA Meeting
Thu 4/16 11:45 Ladies lunch at Q&Q Buffet
5:30 -TOPS
Sun 4/19 10:30 Worship Service @ St. Stephens...

Council meeting following service

BECKMAN OUTREACH AND MISSION GRANT

Forms are available on the bulletin board in the Bethany Narthex for Bethany
members to use to make grant requests for ministries and missions beyond
the congregation. They should be filled out completely and returned to the
Beckman mailbox in the office by April 13, 2026 Thanks

Thursday April 16 — LADIES Lunch 11:45 @ Q&Q Buffet
All are Welcome to join us for lunch.....
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SMILES: God bless those with a sense of humor!
-One kind word can change someone’s entire day!

-A police recruit was asked during an exam, “What would you do if you had
to arrest your own Mother?”
The reply — “Call for backup!”

-The secret to living well and longer is; eat half, walk double, laugh triple and
love without measure.

-I see people around my age mountain climbing. I feel good getting my leg
through my underwear without losing my balance!

-Jesus loves me, this I know,

Though my hair is white as snow. Though my sight is growing dim, still He
bids me trust in Him.

Yes, Jesus Loves Me.

Though my steps are oh so slow, with my hand in His I'll go — On through
life, let come what may, He’'ll be there to lead the way.

Yes, Jesus Loves Me.

-I don’t know WHY I didn’t figure this out sooner! I use shampoo in the
shower! When I wash my hair, the shampoo runs down my whole body and
printed very clearly on the shampoo bottle label is this warning;

“For Extra Body & Volume”

No wonder I've been gaining weight! Well, I got rid of that shampoo & I'm
going to start showering with Dawn dishwashing soap instead. It’s label
reads, “Dissolves Fat that is otherwise difficult to remove.”

Problem Solved!!!

-Strong women aren’t simply born. They are made by the storms they walk
through.
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