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Praise!            Share!          Serve! 
Welcome to Bethany! 

 
Bethany recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God.  
We celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on 
us.  We proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s 
people; welcoming into our midst persons of every race, culture, age, gender identity, 
sexual orientation, ability, and economic status.  We believe that our openness will 

allow us to grow in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God 
loves us. 
 
You may place your gifts and offerings in the offering plate as you enter the 
sanctuary.  We will not be passing the plate.  Thank you and God Bless 

 
Ringing of the Bells 

Announcements:  

Prelude:   

 

We Gather as God’s People 
(Please stand as you are able) 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God.   

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 

 
 

 
Gathering Hymn: ELW 645    
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Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.   C: And also with you. 
 



4 

Hymn of Praise: “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”   

 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our 

life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may 
gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

 

We Hear God’s Word for Us 
 

First Lesson: Isaiah 51:1-6 

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now  
God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end. 
 
 1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 
  you who seek the LORD. 

 Look to the rock from which you were hewn 
  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 2 Look to Abraham your father 

  and to Sarah, who bore you, 
 for he was but one when I called him, 

  but I blessed him and made him many. 
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 3 For the LORD will comfort Zion; 
  he will comfort all her waste places 

 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
  her desert like the garden of the LORD; 

 joy and gladness will be found in her, 
  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 

 4 Listen to me, my people, 
  and give heed to me, my nation, 
 for a teaching will go out from me 

  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; 

  my salvation has gone out, 
  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me, 

  and for my arm they hope. 
 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens 

  and look at the earth beneath, 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
  the earth will wear out like a garment, 

  and those who live on it will die like gnats, 
 but my salvation will be forever, 
  and my deliverance will never be ended. 

The Word of the Lord  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 138 (SPOKEN responsively.  Organ side starts, piano side is in bold) 

 
1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; 

  before the gods I will sing your praise. 

 2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 

steadfast love and faithfulness; 

  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 

 3 When I called, you answered me; 

  you increased my strength within me. 

 4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, 

  when they have heard the words of your mouth. R 

 5 They will sing of the ways of the LORD, 

  that great is the glory of the LORD. 

 6 The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, 

  perceiving the haughty from afar. 

 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 

  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall 

save me. 

 8 You will make good your purpose for me; 

  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your 

hands.  
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Second Lesson: Romans 12:1-8 
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing 
lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are 
transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service 
among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ. 
 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act 
of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the 
mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and 

perfect.  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 
more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to 

the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members 
and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ 

according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in 
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in 

sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
The Word of the Lord C:  Thanks be to God. 
(Please stand as you are able) 
 

Gospel Acclamation:        ELW 172 
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The Gospel according to Matthew 16:13-20 
C: Glory to you O Lord 
 
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome 
the very gates of Hades. 
 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist 
but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, 
“But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son 

of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you 

are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Messiah. 

Gospel of Our Lord   C: Praise to you O Christ 

(Please be seated) 
 

Reflection 
 
 (Please stand as you are able) 

Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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(Please be seated) 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all 
of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and 

encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim your 
word of life to all the world. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and wilderness—all 
reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us to be wise stewards of all 

you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations experiencing 
war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of relief agencies and 

peacemaking organizations. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all who 
struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness, that they 
know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day.. Bethany. Adam, 

Joanne Hitchcock, Kay Backhus, Kristen Clemens Keenan, Nancy Rebeyro, Steve, Louise 
Koenig, Barb Franklin, Marcia Wray, Merrill & Muriel Frable, Robert Keenan, Dorothy 
Porter, Sylvia Subject, Gail Cross, Heather Miller, Carl Zimmerman, Tim Johnson, Jamie 

Molyneayx, Fran Wilson, Kevin McClelland, Lynne Smith, Bob Skudlarek and those from 
St. Stephens   Audrey Childs, Nancy Consedine, Amanda Piccirillo, Betty Linderman, 

Linda Giardini, Gail Olson, Gloria Preston, Dick Mulaski, Ethan Johnson, Steven, Colt 
Matz, Dave and Donna Briggs, Rev. Max Meyers, Millie Piccirillo, Martha Edwards, Jim 
and Kathy, Priscilla and Nelson Griffith, Carolyn Wolfe, Denise, Helen Stritoff, Kienen 

Duggan, David Styles, Carol Snyder, Adam Wolfe, Jim Fragle, Don Sosnowski, Dave 
Dorson and those we name either silently or aloud... Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and talents 
of these congregations and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may be united as 

the body of Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the hope of 
this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your eternal banquet. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 
(Please stand as you are able 

 

 

The Sharing Of the Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C: And also with you. 

P: Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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We Share the Holy Meal at God’s Table 
 

Great Thanksgiving         s161 

 

 

 

 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary 

Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Table Prayer  
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P: We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you 
sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.  
He is your Word, inseparable from you.  Through him you created all things, and in 

him you take delight.  He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.  He 

there took on our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the 
Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.  It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your 
will and won for you a holy people; he stretched out his hands in suffering in order 
to free from suffering those who trust you.  It is he who, handed over to a death he 
freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, to 
crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to establish his covenant, and to 

show forth the resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 
Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This is my blood poured out for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we lift this bread and cup before 
you, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before you and to 
serve you as your priestly people.  And we ask you: Send your Spirit upon these 
gifts of your Church; gather into one all who share this bread and wine; fill us with 
your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may praise and glorify you 

through your Son Jesus Christ.  Through him all glory and honor are yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church both now and forever.  
Amen 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom as we pray . . .  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

   and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

   and lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 

   forever and ever.  Amen

P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 

 (Please be seated) 

 
Invitation to Communion 
(Christ is our host and Our Communion Table is open to anyone who wishes to 

partake of the Lord’s Supper. As Lutheran Christians we believe Christ to be really 
present in the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins.) 
 
 



13 

Communion:   “Lamb of God”        

 

 

 

 

 
Communion Music: 
(Please stand as you are able) 

Post Communion Prayer 
P: Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your 
love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you 

have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post Communion Canticle:    
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We Are Sent to Share the Good News 
Blessing:   
 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen. 
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Dismissal:  
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God 

Postlude:   

Today’s Worship Servants 
Worship Leader Frann Wilson 

Ministers: the people of Bethany & St. Stephen’s         Organist: Ray Sprout/Jack Bollman 

Lay Lector:                                                 Counter:  
 (Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS016205. 

 
This week in our parish 

Today 8/23  10:30 Worship Service 

    5:30 AA Meeting 
Mon 8/24    5:30 AA Meeting  

Wed 8/26  11:45 Book Study  
   5:30 AA Meeting   
Sun 8/30    10:30 Worship Service @ Bethany 

 
 

In the spirit of  #churchtogether, Frann Wilson, Synod Authorized Minister, presides at 
God’s table today with the thanks of and authorization by the bishop of the Upstate New 
York Synod. 
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SMILES:  God bless those with a sense of humor! 
 
One day at a time – this is enough.  Do not look back and grieve over the past, for it is 
gone, and do not be troubled about the future, for it has not yet come.  Live in the present 

and make it so beautiful it will be worth remembering.  Happiness is a journey, just as life 
is.  Enjoy the ride…..  
*********************** 

Don’t worry about getting older.  You’re still gonna do dumb stuff – only slower! 
*********************** 

My bucket list:  keep breathing. 
*********************** 
Being an adult is the dumbest thing I have ever done. 

*********************** 
I don’t trip, I do random gravity checks. 
*********************** 

My heart says chocolate and wine, but my jeans say, please, please, please eat a salad! 
*********************** 

Never laugh at your spouse’s choices.  You are one of them. 
*********************** 
One minute you’re young and fun.  The next, you’re turning down the car stereo to see 

better. 
*********************** 

I’d grow my own food if only I could find bacon seeds. 
*********************** 
Losing weight doesn’t seem to be working for me, so now I’m going to concentrate on 

getting taller. 
*********************** 
My body is a temple; ancient and crumbling. 

*********************** 
Common sense is not a gift.  It’s a punishment because you have to deal with everyone 

else who doesn’t have it. 
*********************** 
I came. I saw. I forgot what I was doing.  Retraced my steps.  Got lost on the way back.  

Now I have no idea what’s going on. 
*********************** 

So, I woke up and my dog is laying on the back patio covered in dirt with a rabbit in his 
mouth.  The rabbit’s not bloody, just dirty.  My neighbor’s kids raise blue ribbon rabbits.  
I instantly knew it was one of theirs.  I took the rabbit away from my dog, rushed inside 

and washed all the dirt off it before my neighbors could come home.  It was stiff but I 
heard some animals play dead when they are afraid but I couldn’t remember which ones.  
I took it and placed it back in one of the cages in their back yard then I zoomed back 

home.  Not 30 minutes later I hear my neighbors screaming so I go out and ask them 
what’s wrong?  They tell me their rabbit died three days ago and they buried it but now it’s 

back in the cage!.... 
*********************** 
My entire life can be summed up in one sentence…”Well, that didn’t go as planned!” 

*********************** 
 

 


