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Praise!            Share!          Serve! 
Welcome to Bethany! 

 
Bethany recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God.  We 
celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us.  We 
proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s people; 
welcoming into our midst persons of every race, culture, age, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, ability, and economic status.  We believe that our openness will allow us to grow 
in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us. 

 
You may place your gifts and offerings in the offering plate as you enter the 

sanctuary.  We will not be passing the plate.  Thank you and God Bless 

 
Ringing of the Bells 

Announcements:  

Prelude:  Kum Ba Yah    Joel Raney, piano Ray Sprout, organ  

1. Someone’s Dreamin'         2. Someone’s Laughin’ 

3. Someone’s Singin’         4. Someone’s Dancin’ 
5. Someone’s Mournin’         6. Someone’s Shoutin’ 
Muriel Frable, piano Ray Sprout, organ 
 

We Gather as God’s People 
(Please stand as you are able) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon 

the earth. Amen 
 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 

Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 

Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 

following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: ELW 452    

 
 

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.   C: And also with you. 
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  Hymn of Praise: “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”   

 
Prayer of the Day 

P:  O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. 
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight 
in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

We Hear God’s Word for Us 
 

First Lesson: Genesis 50:15-21 
 

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had 
done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an 
opportunity to do good and save many lives. 
 
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a 

grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they 
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to 
Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming 

you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” 
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, 

and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I 
in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for 
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I 

myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking 
kindly to them. The Word of the Lord  C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 (SPOKEN responsively.  Organ side starts, piano side is in bold) 
[ 1 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 

 2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
  and forget not all God’s benefits— 

 3 who forgives all your sins 
  and heals all your diseases; 
 4 who redeems your life from the grave 

  and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy; 
 5 who satisfies your desires with good things 
  so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

 6 O LORD, you provide vindication 
  and justice for all who are oppressed. 

 7 You made known your ways to Moses 
  and your works to the children of Israel. 
]  8 LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; 
 9 you will not always accuse us, 

  nor will you keep your anger forever. 
 10 You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 

 11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
 12 As far as the east is from the west, 

  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
 13 As a father has compassion for his children, 

  so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O LORD. 
 

Second Lesson: Romans 14:1-12 

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us 
understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge 
one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will 
judge each of us. 
 
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those 
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 

judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment 
on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be 

upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.    5 Some judge one day to be better than 
another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own 
minds. 6 Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the 

Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and 
give thanks to God.    7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If 
we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or 

whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he 
might be Lord of both the dead and the living.   10 Why do you pass judgment on your 

brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand 
before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee 
shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 12 So then, each one of us will 

be held accountable.   

The Word of the Lord C:  Thanks be to God. 
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(Please stand as you are able) 

Gospel Acclamation:        ELW 172 

 
The Gospel according to Matthew 18:21-35 
C: Glory to you O Lord 

 
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that 
suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 
 
21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often 

should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I 
tell you, seventy-seven times.   

  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 
thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to 

be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be 
made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and 

forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow 
slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what 

you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he 
would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 
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distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his 
lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 

because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I 
had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would 

pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

Gospel of Our Lord   C: Praise to you O Christ 

(Please be seated) 
 

Reflection 
 
 (Please stand as you are able) 

Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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(Please be seated) 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God 

hears us. 

A brief silence. 

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead us 

to embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 

 
The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care for 
farms and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
Raise up leaders (like John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, whom we remember 
today) to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power entrusted to them. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any 
who feel bound by their failures. Remember your children in need… Bethany. Adam, 

Joanne Hitchcock, Kay Backhus, Kristen Clemens Keenan, Nancy Rebeyro, Ron Aaron, 
Steve, Louise Koenig, Barb Franklin, Marcia Wray, Merrill & Muriel Frable, Robert 

Keenan, Dorothy Porter, Sylvia Subject, Gail Cross, Heather Miller, Carl Zimmerman, Tim 
Johnson, Jamie Molyneayx, Fran Wilson, Kevin McClelland, Lynne Smith, Pastor Dan 
Hoffman, Bob Skudlarek and those from St. Stephens   Audrey Childs, Nancy Consedine, 

Amanda Piccirillo, Betty Linderman, Linda Giardini, Gail Olson, Gloria Preston, Dick 
Mulaski, Ethan Johnson, Steven, Colt Matz, Dave and Donna Briggs, Rev. Max Meyers, 
Millie Piccirillo, Martha Edwards, Jim and Kathy, Priscilla and Nelson Griffith, Carolyn 

Wolfe, Denise, Helen Stritoff, Kienen Duggan, David Styles, Carol Snyder, Adam Wolfe, 
Jim Fragle, Don Sosnowski, Dave Dorson and those we name either silently or aloud. . 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire each of 
us to welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we remember 
all those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you 
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
Brief silence. 

 
(Please stand as you are able 

 

The Sharing Of the Peace 

 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 

P: Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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We Share the Holy Meal at God’s Table 
 

Great Thanksgiving         s161 

 

 

 

 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary 

Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 
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Table Prayer  

P: We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you 
sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.  

He is your Word, inseparable from you.  Through him you created all things, and in 

him you take delight.  He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.  He 
there took on our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the 
Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.  It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your 
will and won for you a holy people; he stretched out his hands in suffering in order 
to free from suffering those who trust you.  It is he who, handed over to a death he 
freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, to 

crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to establish his covenant, and to 
show forth the resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 
Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This is my blood poured out for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we lift this bread and cup before 
you, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before you and to 
serve you as your priestly people.  And we ask you: Send your Spirit upon these 
gifts of your Church; gather into one all who share this bread and wine; fill us with 

your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may praise and glorify you 

through your Son Jesus Christ.  Through him all glory and honor are yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church both now and forever.  
Amen 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom as we pray . . .  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

   and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

   and lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 

   forever and ever.  Amen

P: Christ invites you to this table. 

All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 

 (Please be seated) 

 
Invitation to Communion 
(Christ is our host and Our Communion Table is open to anyone who wishes to 

partake of the Lord’s Supper. As Lutheran and Episcopalian Christians we believe Christ 
to be really present in the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins.) 
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Communion:   “Lamb of God”        

 

 

 

 

 
Communion Music: 
(Please stand as you are able) 

Post Communion Prayer 
P: Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the 
way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
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Post Communion Canticle:    

 
We Are Sent to Share the Good News 

Blessing:   
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of 

the Spirit. 
Amen. 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  

Amen. 
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Dismissal:  
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God 

 
Postlude:   
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Today’s Worship Servants 
Worship Leader Pastor Laura Csellak 

 
Ministers: the people of Bethany & St. Stephen’s         Organist: Ray Sprout/Jack Bollman 
Lay Lector: Kari Sprout  Counter: Chris Brainard 

 

This week in our parish 
Today 9/13  11:00 Worship Service 
    Guinea Pig Lunch following worship….. 

    Council meeting following worship 
    5:30 AA Meeting 

Mon 9/14    5:30 AA Meeting  
Wed 9/16  12:00 Book Study  
   5:30 AA Meeting   

Thu 9/17 12:00 – Ladies Lunch – Beef and Barrel  
Sun 9/20  11:00 Worship Service @ St. Stephen’s 

 

 
The Wednesday Study Group will be hosting a representative of Total 
Senior Care at their gathering on Wednesday, September 23rd.  They will be 
presenting information about their program, how it functions, what it means 
for its participants.  There will be time for discussion.  The presentation will 
begin at 12:30 p.m. and last about an hour and is open to anyone 
interested in attending.  Please feel free to come and learn more about Total 
Senior Care. 
 
If you have questions, please contact Sue Groves at email - 
smgroves@bellsouth.net 
 
Volunteers are needed to help on the “Altar Guild”. 

Bob Skudlarek will show you whatever needs to be done…716-373-7750 
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SMILES:  God bless those with a sense of humor! 
 
The best things in life are free:  hugs, smiles, friends, kisses, family, sleep, 
love, laughter and good memories! 
     ***************************** 
If you have a friend with whom you can speak and open your heart to 
anytime…    Trust me, you are blessed. 
     ***************************** 
Sometimes you need to talk to a three year old so you can understand life 
again. 
     ***************************** 
When a child gives you a gift, even if it’s a rock they just picked up, exude 
gratitude.  It might be the only thing they have to give and they have chosen 
to give it to you! 
     ***************************** 
God taught me that I never need to worry about tomorrow.  I survived 
yesterday, I am alive and dealing with today.  With God’s help I can face 
tomorrow and whatever may come my way. 
     ***************************** 
An English professor wrote the words: 
 “A woman without her man is nothing” on the chalkboard and asked the 
students to punctuate it correctly. 
All the males in the class wrote; 
 “A woman, without her man, is nothing.” 
All the females in the class wrote: 
 “A woman: without her, man is nothing.” 
Punctuation is Powerful… 
     ***************************** 
Don’t wait for things to get better.  Life will always be complicated.  Learn to 
be happy right now, otherwise you’ll run out of  time. 
     ***************************** 
One of the shortest wills ever read: 
“Being of sound mind, I spent all my money.” 
     ***************************** 
The shortest horror story ever: 
Tomorrow is Monday….. 
     ***************************** 
Do not judge my path, you haven’t walked in my shoes or ridden my broom. 
     ***************************** 
Just a reminder in case your mind is playing tricks on you today… 
You matter.  You’re enough.  Your  presence in this  world makes a 
difference, whether you see it or not. 
 


