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Praise!            Share!          Serve! 
Welcome to Bethany! 

 
Bethany recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God.  We 
celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us.  We 
proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s people; 
welcoming into our midst persons of every race, culture, age, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, ability, and economic status.  We believe that our openness will allow us to grow 
in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us. 

 
You may place your gifts and offerings in the offering plate as you enter the 

sanctuary.  We will not be passing the plate.  Thank you and God Bless 

 
Ringing of the Bells 

Announcements:  

Prelude:   
 

We Gather as God’s People 
(Please stand as you are able) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon 

the earth. Amen 
 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 

in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 

to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen. 

 
 

 
Gathering Hymn: ELW 526    
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Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.   C: And also with you. 
 

  Hymn of Praise: “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”   

 
Prayer of the Day 

P:  God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace 
to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way 
of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

(Please be seated) 

We Hear God’s Word for Us 
 

First Lesson: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were 
and did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently 
invites people to turn and live. 
 
1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 

teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used 
by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of 
the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die. 

  25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away from their 

righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 
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committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they 
have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28 Because they 

considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they 
shall surely live; they shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is 

unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says 
the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be 

your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against 
me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, 

and live. 
The Word of the Lord  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 25:1-9 

(SPOKEN responsively.  Organ side starts, piano side is in bold) 
1 To you, O LORD, 

  I lift up my soul. 

 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 

 4 Show me your ways, O LORD, 

  and teach me your paths. 

 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

 6 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 

  for they are from everlasting. 

 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 

  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, 

O LORD. 

 8 You are gracious and up- right, O LORD; 

  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 

 9 You lead the lowly in justice 

  and teach the lowly your way. 

 
Second Lesson: Philippians 2:1-13 
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian 
hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s 
selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for 
Christian accord. 
1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in 
the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same 

mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from 

selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than 
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of 

others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he existed 

in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped,  
7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness. 

 And being found in appearance as a human,  he humbled himself and became 

obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
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 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly 
  and gave him the name 

  that is above every other name, 

 10 so that at the name given to Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11 and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 

 

  12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and 

trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work 
for his good pleasure. 
The Word of the Lord C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
(Please stand as you are able) 

Gospel Acclamation:       
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The Gospel according to Matthew 21:23-32 
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His 
authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the 
temple. 
 
23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who 

gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell 
me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the 
baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one 

another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe 
him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as 

a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither 
will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 
28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and 

went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but 
he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus 
said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 

kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and 
you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even 
after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.” 

Gospel of Our Lord   C: Praise to you O Christ 

(Please be seated) 
 

Reflection 
 
 (Please stand as you are able) 

Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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(Please be seated) 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God 

hears us. 

A brief silence. 

Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen to the 

cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to name difficult 
truths. Show all your love. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 
You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world through 
sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 

great. 
 
Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to use their 

authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of humility. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts with your 
forgiveness. Help all those in need especially Bethany. Adam, Joanne Hitchcock, Kay 

Backhus, Kristen Clemens Keenan, Nancy Rebeyro, Ron Aaron, Steve, Louise Koenig, 
Barb Franklin, Marcia Wray, Merrill & Muriel Frable, Robert Keenan, Dorothy Porter, 

Sylvia Subject, Gail Cross, Heather Miller, Carl Zimmerman, Tim Johnson, Jamie 
Molyneayx, Fran Wilson, Kevin McClelland, Lynne Smith, Pastor Dan Hoffman, Bob 
Skudlarek and those from St. Stephens   Audrey Childs, Nancy Consedine, Amanda 

Piccirillo, Betty Linderman, Linda Giardini, Gail Olson, Gloria Preston, Dick Mulaski, 
Ethan Johnson, Steven, Colt Matz, Dave and Donna Briggs, Rev. Max Meyers, Millie 

Piccirillo, Martha Edwards, Jim and Kathy, Priscilla and Nelson Griffith, Carolyn Wolfe, 
Denise, Helen Stritoff, Kienen Duggan, David Styles, Carol Snyder, Adam Wolfe, Jim 
Fragle, Don Sosnowski, Dave Dorson and those we name either silently or aloud. .   
 Grant us your salvation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Change this congregation’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us to courageous 

learning and service in our community, especially in new or challenging places. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at rest. As we 
grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks. Hear us, O God. Your mercy 

is great. 
 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you 
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 
Brief silence. 

 
(Please stand as you are able 

 

The Sharing Of the Peace 

 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 

P: Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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We Share the Holy Meal at God’s Table 
 

Great Thanksgiving         s161 

 

 

 

 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary 

Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 
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Table Prayer  

P: We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you 
sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.  

He is your Word, inseparable from you.  Through him you created all things, and in 

him you take delight.  He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.  He 
there took on our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the 
Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.  It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your 
will and won for you a holy people; he stretched out his hands in suffering in order 
to free from suffering those who trust you.  It is he who, handed over to a death he 
freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, to 

crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to establish his covenant, and to 
show forth the resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 
Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This is my blood poured out for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we lift this bread and cup before 
you, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before you and to 
serve you as your priestly people.  And we ask you: Send your Spirit upon these 
gifts of your Church; gather into one all who share this bread and wine; fill us with 

your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may praise and glorify you 

through your Son Jesus Christ.  Through him all glory and honor are yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church both now and forever.  
Amen 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom as we pray . . .  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

   and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

   and lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 

   forever and ever.  Amen

P: Christ invites you to this table. 

All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 

 (Please be seated) 

 
Invitation to Communion 
(Christ is our host and Our Communion Table is open to anyone who wishes to 

partake of the Lord’s Supper. As Lutheran and Episcopalian Christians we believe Christ 
to be really present in the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins.) 
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Communion:   “Lamb of God”        

 

 

 

 

 
Communion Music: 
(Please stand as you are able) 

Post Communion Prayer 
P: Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the 
way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
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Post Communion Canticle:    

 
We Are Sent to Share the Good News 

Blessing:   
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of 

the Spirit. 
Amen. 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  

Amen. 



15  



16 

Dismissal:  
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God 

 
Postlude:   

Today’s Worship Servants 
Worship Leader Pastor Gail Swanson 

Welcome Pastor Gail and thanks for joining us…. 
Ministers: the people of Bethany & St. Stephen’s         Organist: Ray Sprout/Jack Bollman 
Lay Lector:  Anne Carlson  Counter: Keith & Diane Mosher 

 

This week in our parish 
Today 9/27  11:00 Worship Service 

    5:30 AA Meeting 
Mon 9/28    5:30 AA Meeting  
Wed 9/30  12:00 Book Study  

   5:30 AA Meeting   
Sun 10/4  11:00 Worship Service @ St. Stephen’s 
 

 
Volunteers are needed to help on the “Altar Guild”. 

Bob Skudlarek will show you whatever needs to be done…716-373-7750 
 

 
SMILES:  God bless those with a sense of humor! 
Everyone Needs Someone 
 
People need people and friends need friends. 
And we all need love for a full life depends 
Not on vast riches or great acclaim,  
Not on success or on worldly fame. 
But just in knowing that someone cares 
And holds us close in their thoughts and prayers- 
For only the knowledge that we’re understood 
Makes everyday living feel WONDERFULLY GOOD. 
And we rob ourselves of life’s greatest need 
When we “lock up our hearts” and fail to heed 
The outstretching hand reaching to find 
A kindred spirit whose heart and mind 
Are lonely and longing to somehow share 
Our joys and sorrows to make us aware 
That life’s completeness and richness depends 
On the things we share with our loved ones and friends. 


