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Praise!            Share!          Serve! 
Welcome to Bethany! 

 
Bethany recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God.  We 
celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us.  We 
proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s people; 
welcoming into our midst persons of every race, culture, age, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, ability, and economic status.  We believe that our openness will allow us to grow 
in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us. 

 
You may place your gifts and offerings in the offering plate as you enter the 

sanctuary.  We will not be passing the plate.  Thank you and God Bless 

 
Ringing of the Bells 

Announcements:  

Prelude:  Pastor Laura & Muriel Frable  
 

We Gather as God’s People 
(Please stand as you are able) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon 

the earth. Amen 
 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 

in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 

to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen. 

 
 

 
Gathering Hymn: ELW 853    
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Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.   C: And also with you. 

 

  Hymn of Praise: “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”   

 
Prayer of the Day 

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your 
life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is 
honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and 

peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

 

Special Music 
 

We Hear God’s Word for Us 

 
First Lesson: Isaiah 25:1-9 
After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays a 
wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a 
monster swallowing up everyone—will be swallowed up forever. The prophet urges 
celebration of this victory of salvation. 
 
 1 O LORD, you are my God; 

  I will exalt you; I will praise your name, 
 for you have done wonderful things, 
  plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
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 2 For you have made the city a heap, 
  the fortified city a ruin; 

 the palace of foreigners is a city no more; 
  it will never be rebuilt. 

 3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 
  cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
 4 For you have been a refuge to the poor, 

  a refuge to the needy in their distress, 
  a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 
 When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 

  5 the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place, 
 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 

  the song of the ruthless was stilled. 
 
 6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

 7 And he will destroy on this mountain 
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
  the covering that is spread over all nations; 

  8 he will swallow up death forever. 
 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

  for the LORD has spoken. 
 9 It will be said on that day, 

  “See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

The Word of the Lord  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 23 

(SPOKEN responsively.  Organ side starts, piano side is in bold) 
1 The LORD | is my shepherd; 

  I shall not | be in want. 

 2 The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 

  and leads me be- | side still waters. 

 3 You restore my | soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  

 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.  

 

 

Second Lesson: Philippians 4:1-9 

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to 
rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with us and 
binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do 
not seem peaceful. 
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1 My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the 
Lord in this way, my beloved. 

 
  2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask 

you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the 
work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are 
in the book of life. 

  4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And 

the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
  8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 As for the 
things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the 

God of peace will be with you. 
The Word of the Lord C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please stand as you are able) 

Gospel Acclamation:       

 
 
The Gospel according to Matthew 22:1-14 
Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, but 
the invitation is not to be taken lightly. 
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1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call 

those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again he 
sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my 

dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come 
to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, 
another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed 

them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned 
their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not 
worthy. 9 Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding 

banquet.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both 
good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

  11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 
wearing a wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 
wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him 

hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

Gospel of Our Lord   C: Praise to you O Christ 

 
(Please be seated) 
 

Reflection 
 
 (Please stand as you are able) 

Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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(Please be seated) 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy mountain. Empower the World 
Council of Churches and all those working across religious difference, that the world may 

know your undivided love. Hear us, O God.   
Your mercy is great. 
 

We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. Preserve all places of 
natural beauty and restore our relationship with the land. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and disaster. Renew all 

communities facing disasters and give your courage to those leading relief efforts. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all who are sick or 
suffering from)  Bethany. Adam, Joanne Hitchcock, Kay Backhus, Kristen Clemens 

Keenan, Nancy Rebeyro, Ron Aaron, Steve, Louise Koenig, Barb Franklin, Marcia Wray, 
Merrill & Muriel Frable, Robert Keenan, Dorothy Porter, Sylvia Subject, Gail Cross, 

Heather Miller, Carl Zimmerman, Tim Johnson, Jamie Molyneayx, Fran Wilson, Kevin 
McClelland, Lynne Smith, Pastor Dan Hoffman, Bob Skudlarek and those from St. 
Stephens   Audrey Childs, Nancy Consedine, Amanda Piccirillo, Betty Linderman, Linda 

Giardini, Gail Olson, Gloria Preston, Dick Mulaski, Ethan Johnson, Steven, Colt Matz, 
Dave and Donna Briggs, Rev. Max Meyers, Millie Piccirillo, Martha Edwards, Jim and 
Kathy, Priscilla and Nelson Griffith, Carolyn Wolfe, Denise, Helen Stritoff, Kienen Duggan, 

David Styles, Carol Snyder, Adam Wolfe, Jim Fragle, Don Sosnowski, Dave Dorson and 
those we name either silently or aloud. .   
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people. Challenge this congregation to 
open wide our doors and welcome everyone to the table. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We give thanks for those who 

have gone before us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our 
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
Brief silence. 

 
(Please stand as you are able 

 

The Sharing Of the Peace 

 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 

P: Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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We Share the Holy Meal at God’s Table 
 

Great Thanksgiving         s161 

 

 

 

 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary 

Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 



12 

Table Prayer  

P: We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you 
sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.  

He is your Word, inseparable from you.  Through him you created all things, and in 

him you take delight.  He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.  He 
there took on our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the 
Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.  It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your 
will and won for you a holy people; he stretched out his hands in suffering in order 
to free from suffering those who trust you.  It is he who, handed over to a death he 
freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, to 

crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to establish his covenant, and to 
show forth the resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 
Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This is my blood poured out for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we lift this bread and cup before 
you, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before you and to 
serve you as your priestly people.  And we ask you: Send your Spirit upon these 
gifts of your Church; gather into one all who share this bread and wine; fill us with 

your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may praise and glorify you 

through your Son Jesus Christ.  Through him all glory and honor are yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church both now and forever.  
Amen 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom as we pray . . .  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

   and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

   and lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 

   forever and ever.  Amen

P: Christ invites you to this table. 

All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 

 (Please be seated) 

 
Invitation to Communion 
(Christ is our host and Our Communion Table is open to anyone who wishes to 

partake of the Lord’s Supper. As Lutheran and Episcopalian Christians we believe Christ 
to be really present in the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins.) 
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Communion:   “Lamb of God”        

 

 

 

 

 
Communion Music: 
(Please stand as you are able) 

Post Communion Prayer 
P: Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the 
way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
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Post Communion Canticle:    

 
We Are Sent to Share the Good News 

Blessing:   
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of 

the Spirit. 
Amen. 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  

Amen. 
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Dismissal:  
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God 

 
Postlude:   

Today’s Worship Servants 
Worship Leader Pastor Laura Csellak 

Welcome Pastor Laura and thanks for joining us…. 
Ministers: the people of Bethany & St. Stephen’s         Organist: Ray Sprout/Jack Bollman 
Lay Lector:  Anne Carlson  Counter: Keith & Diane Mosher 

 

This week in our parish 
Today 10/11  11:00 Worship Service  Bethany Council today after worship 

    5:30 AA Meeting 
Mon 10/12    5:30 AA Meeting  
Wed 10/30  12:00 Book Study  

   5:30 AA Meeting   
Sun 10/11  11:00 Worship Service @ St. Stephen’s 
 

 
 

Bethany Council  meets today after worship 
 

Volunteers are needed to help on the “Altar Guild”. 

Bob Skudlarek will show you whatever needs to be done…716-373-7750 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SMILES:  God bless those with a sense of humor! 
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Everyone Needs Someone 
 
It’s the friends we meet along the way that help us appreciate the journey. 
 ************************ 
I’m at that delusional age where I think everyone my age looks way older 
than I do. 
 ************************ 
One day I will start behaving myself.  Maybe tomorrow! 
 
 ************************ 
The beach…  The only place where salt lowers your blood pressure. 
 ************************ 
Me: (sobbing my heart out, eyes swollen, nose red)… I can’t see you anymore.  
I am not going to let you hurt me like this again! 
Trainer: It was a sit-up!  You did one sit-up! 
 ************************ 
If you’re arguing loudly on your phone in public, please put it on speaker.  I 
need to hear both sides of the story! 
 ************************ 
There are friends in life…  and there are friends for life! 
 ************************ 
It’s not our job to toughen our children up to face a cruel and heartless 
world.  It’s our job to raise children who will make the world a little less cruel 
and heartless. 
 ************************ 
I hate when people confuse education with intelligence.  You can have a 
degree and still be an idiot! 
 ************************ 
We will not be remembered by our words, but by our kind deeds.  Life is not 
measured by the breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breath 
away.. 
Today I wish you a day of ordinary miracles; 
 A fresh pot of coffee you didn’t make yourself. 
 An unexpected phone call from an old friend. 
 Green stoplights on your way to work. 
 The fastest lane in the grocery store. 
 A good sing-along song on the radio. 
 Your keys found right where you left them. 
 
 ************************ 
It’s not what you gather, but what you scatter that tells what kind of life you 
have lived. 
 


	Praise!            Share!          Serve!

